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ability of covering their legs anew, unless it be by the means
of a pair of stocks: That the hernp-snared men apprehend,
that such an encouragement for oaths can tend to no other
advancement, promotion, and exaltation of their persons,
than that of the gallows: The late old ordinary, Paul,1
having grown grey in the habit of making this accurate
observation in every month's Session-Paper, " That swearing
had as great a hand m the suspension of every living soul
under his cure, as Sabbath-breaking itself/' and that the
glass-bubble-men cannot, for their lives, with the best pair
of spectacles, that is the only thing left neat and whole, out
of all their ware, see how they shall make anything out of
this his oath-project, supposing he should even confirm by
one its goodness: An oath being, as they say, as brittle as
glass, and only made to be broken.

But those incredulous priests shall not go without an
answer, that will, I am sure, induce them to place a great
confidence in the benefit arising from Christians, who damn
themselves every hour of the day. For while they speak of the
vainness and fickleness of oaths, as an objection against our
project, they little consider that this fickleness and vainness is
the common practice among all the people of this sublunary
world } and that consequently, instead of being an objection
against the project, is a concluding argument of the con-
stancy and solidity of their sure gain by it; a never-failing
argument, as he tells us, among the brethren of his cloth.

The ambitious citizens, who from being plunged deep in
the wealthy whirlpool of the South-Sea, are in hopes of
rising to such seats of fortune and dignity, as would best
suit with their mounting and aspiring hopes, may imagine
that this new fund, in the sister nation, may prove a rival
to theirs; and, by drawing off a multitude of subscribers,
will, if it makes a flood in Ireland, cause an ebb in England.
But it may be answered, that, though our author avers, that
this fund will vie with the South-Sea, yet it will not clash

1 Paul Lorrain, who was appointed ordinary of Newgate in 1698,
compiled numerous confessions and dying speeches of prisoners con-
demned to be hanged. A letter to Swift, from Pope and Bolmgbroke,
dated December, 1725, mentions him as "the great historiographer,"
and Steele, in the "Tatler" and "Spectator," refers to " Lorram's
Saints." Lorram attended some famous criminals to the scaffold, in-
cluding Captain Kidd and Jack Sheppard. [T. S ]